ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL AND REMINDERS / UPDATES
September 2, 2026

From DAILY GUIDEPOSTS 2009: Daniel Schantz
By the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better. — ECCLESIASTES 7:3

In my later forties I first noticed the losses of middle age: the loss of energy and looks; the empty nest; the loss
of friends and dreams; problems with my feet and knees, my eyes and teeth.

I pretended these losses just didn't matter, but they did. One day I went to the dentist about a problem tooth. He
worked on it awhile, then said, “I'm sorry, but I can't save this tooth.”

“That's okay,” I said nonchalantly, “teeth don't last forever.” He extracted it; I paid the nurse and headed out
the door. It was a beautiful day, and there is no greater feeling than that of leaving the dentist's office. I was whistling
as | walked briskly to the car.

Suddenly, I felt moisture on my left cheek. I looked up to see if there were rain clouds, but there weren't. Then
I realized that I was crying — crying over the loss of a tooth. It was the tipping point.

I managed to make it to the car before I broke down. I sat there in the front seat, like a little boy sitting on his
father's lap, seeking comfort. Like getting the first olive out of the bottle, the loss of my tooth enabled me to extract
all my other griefs and to present them to God.

When at last I regained my composure, I felt a hundred pounds lighter. That cry was probably worth a year's
therapy.

Now when I experience a loss, I go to God first, instead of waiting until my load is so heavy that it interferes
with my happiness.

Thank You for not leaving me, God, when other things are going away. — DANIEL SCHANTZ

Prayer: Let us pray: Loving Father, I seek Your comfort and strength in my day. I bring my hopes and dreams, my
worries and fears, placing them before You. I know and can entrust that You will receive them, relieving me of the
strain and the burden, and giving me freedom to live my life in peace. Help me see that gift of goodness that frees
me and the mercy that grants me joy, that redemption found in Your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name I pray. Amen.
Weekly Schedule:
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am to 12:00pm
Preschool: First Full Day Following Summer Break September 14
Wednesday, September 2  10:00am — Preschool Orientation (4’s Class)
Thursday, September 3 9:00am to 12:00pm — Quilting Group

9:30am to 11:00am — Choir Practice

3:00pm — Evangelism Committee Meeting

Friday, September 4 11:00am — Bible Study — Discussing the Book of Acts
Saturday, September 5 5:30pm — Spoken Worship — 15" Weekend after Pentecost
Sunday, September 6 9:00am — Traditional Worship — 15" Weekend after Pentecost
Fellowship Time Following Worship
Bells Rehearsal

Monday, September 7 Labor Day
— OFFICE CLOSED —
Tuesday, September 8 10:00am — Preschool Orientation (3’s Class)
Thursday, September 10  9:00am to 12noon — Quilting Group
9:30am to 11:00am — Choir Practice
Friday, September 11 Patriot Day
11:00am — Bible Study — Discussing the Book of Acts



Sunday Worship Leaders
CPIC: Pennie Highlands
Lector: Pat Keefer
Communion Assistants: Pennie Highlands | Need Volunteer
Altar Care: Sunday Morning Volunteers

Prayer List: We ask that you keep all our shut-ins and those needing special help in your daily prayers.

We will keep the shut-ins on the list indefinitely and those needing extra prayers will be removed after

one month unless we’re told otherwise. To add a name to the prayer list please write it on the list on the

narthex brass stand or call the office. This week keep in your prayers: Dora, Bryce Adamson, Al Allison,

Daniel Ard, Teri Barnes, Kim Bartell, Donna Bell, Katherine Borsella, Steve Bortner, Nancy Brady,
Patrick Brady, Susan Bucher-Laughman, Lucas Cherry, Susan Coleman, Lois & George Cornell, Pastor David
DelLong, Lisa Dickensheets, Diane Duffy, Robin Eline, Tarek Elnaggar, Jean Eshbach, Landon Evans, Dennis
Fahey, Nancy Fahey, Tanya Fair, James Farver, Don Feeser, Abigail Fett, John Forry, Nancy Gill, Scott Gonzales,
Vickie Gouker, Dane Graham, Sandy Hart, Debby Hartlaub, Chase Henry & Family, Carrie Hernden, Peg
Hippensteel, Blaise Humes, Michael Humes, Martha Howells, Donna Jones, Kathy Jones, David Kaufman, Debbie
Kellenbenz, Craig King, Keith Klunk, Shawn Klunk, Kelly Koontz, Winchester Kuhn, Allen Kuhns, Jo Kuhns,
Russell Laughman, Axel Leh, Laurie Leppo, John Lippy, Ronnie Lippy, Naura Lugman, Sharren Martin, Carol
McDermitt-Humes, Jeannie Mehring, Merita Moore, Andrew Moul, Leah Moul, Merle Mummert, Nancy Mummert,
Pam Mummert, James Murphy, Wayne Noel, Susan O’Brien, Kelly Perdue, Jessica “Rose” Pulliano, Bill Reese,
Barbara Reibling, Mary Riley, Carl Sandruck, David Sandruck, Lucus Schneider, Cecelia Sell, Bob Shue, Luanne
Slusser, Denise Smith, Pr. Jerry Smith, JoAnn Smith, Sarah Smith, Jody Spellman, Sandy Spitz, Jamie Stalb, Dennis
Staub, Monica Staub, Stephanie Stauffer, Kelly Steenstra, Dorothy Stringfellow, Matt Test, Dawn Tice, Jennie
Tome, George Tracy, Allison Trump, Ed Wagaman, Gloria Wagaman, Jody Walter, Naomi Warren, Barb Watson,
Ron Wentz, Kira Williams

St. Mark’s Monthly Offering for Designated Needs: During September, we are given the opportunity to
contribute to Habitat for Humanity. Habitat Humanity partners with people in the community and all over the
world to help them build or improve a place they can call home. Habitat homeowners help build their own homes
alongside volunteers and pay an affordable mortgage. To contribute to this month’s designated need, please specify
“Habitat for Humanity” or “September Giving” on your check or the Other line of your offering envelope.
Donations made on the Other line that have no written designation will automatically be given to that month’s
ministry fund. Thanks for your support.

Birthday Card Shower: Our favorite Sexton, Wally, has a big number birthday coming up — 70! We’re having a
card shower for him, but it will be tricky since he sees everything that goes on. If you’d like to help us shower him
with birthday cheer, please mail cards to the church (129 Charles Street) as he doesn’t get the mail out of the box.
If you prefer to drop off a card in the church office door basket, please do NOT put his name on the outside of
the envelope — he will definitely see it! Just write “Birthday Boy” or something similar, and Joni will know what
it is. Or leave it blank and put a post-it on it with Joni’s name and she’ll know it’s for Wally. Alternately, you can
bring it directly in and hand it to Joni or the Pastor during church office hours (9-12), and we will put it out of
sight. Wally’s birthday is October 8™, so anytime between now and then is a great time to send your birthday
wishes to the church!

Eat Out with St. Mark: We enjoyed fellowship and fun last night at the Gateway Family Diner. Please join us
Tuesday, October 6™, for our next outing, when we’ll have LUNCH at 1:00pm at Divino’s (please note the
change to daytime gatherings for winter). Sign up on the narthex bulletin board so we can make reservations.

What a Spread: The feeding of the five thousand may have been a miracle of bread and fish, but our end-of-
summer potluck brunch last Sunday was truly a feast of all goodness and riches. Thanks to all who baked, brought,
bought, and shared so much good food. Everyone had a great time. Perhaps we should start planning for a winter
potluck bonanza of food and fun now?

UPDATE God’s Work Our Hands Backpacks: On Sunday, September 13, we’re assembling school kits for
children in need. Your support for this project has been wonderful! We’re hoping to fill at least 70 backpacks. Last
minute donations can be placed in the narthex bins. We also appreciate financial donations to help pay for the sling
sacks we’re packaging them in, as well as to finish incomplete kits. Please mark your envelope “School Kits.”




Fellowship Hosts Needed: We are looking for hosts for our 1% Sunday fellowship times coming up — this entails
setting up and cleaning up (refreshments are provided by the church). Sign up and help us keep this monthly
tradition going. This Sunday is covered, but we have lots of openings coming up!

Hospital Auxiliary $5 Jewelry Sale: It’s much more than just jewelry — there are scarves, knickknacks, electronics,
toys, and gifts of all kinds — September 17% and 18, 8:00am to 7:00pm, and September 19t from 8:00am until
2:00pm at St. Mark

Inspiration: September inspiration packets are available in the narthex. Pick up one for yourself and take another
one to share with a friend or neighbor who can use some inspiration.

New School Year: Ruth’s Harvest: As school starts again, the Ruth’s Harvest program is ramping up for another
year. This program provides food for school kids who may not otherwise eat on weekends. Donations of individual
shelf-stable microwave meals, fruit, veggies, snacks, and tuna/chicken pouches can be placed in the floor bin next
to the office.

NOTE: Choir Practice Date Change: Tomorrow, Thursday, September 379, from 9:30am to 11:00am will be the
official first fall practice for Trinity Choir. This is a change from the originally scheduled August 27'.

PAL at St. Mark: We appreciate all who continue to donate to the St. Mark’s “PAL Supplies” fund. With all your
financial support and the work of our PAL teams, we have been able to feed our community neighbors. If you
would like to donate to our “PAL Supplies” fund to help us purchase the ingredients we need to serve lunch at
HACC, please note “PAL SUPPLIES” on your offering envelope. To help with serving, contact Shellene Griffin.

Rummage Sale Is Coming: Fall is almost upon us. If fall cleaning in your house equals decluttering, keep Granny’s
Attic at the St. Mark Fall Bazaar in mind. Let us make your trash someone else’s treasure while raising funds for
a good cause (local emergency services). Any time you’d like to drop off your easily-transported odds and ends,
contact the church office at 717-637-8904 or offcoor129@gmail.com. Be sure to contact or stop by the office
before leaving any rummage sale items — please don’t leave sale items in the vestibule without notice.

Shoebox Donation Request: The preschool’s 4-year-old class will be making a craft using shoeboxes later this
year. If you have an empty shoebox or two you no longer need, they would appreciate if you can bring them in for
their use before the end of October. Please drop them off in the church office or on the pew bench right outside
the office if the office isn’t open. Thank you from the preschool.

Sponsor Needed for This Weekend — Altar Flowers: Most of September,_ including one vase this weekend, is
open to dedicate. If you can help by sponsoring a vase, we can keep fresh flowers on the altar in September. And
if you’re able to dedicate the vase this weekend, please contact the office before Friday morning so Joni can
get your dedication into the handout before printing. Thank you to anyone and everyone who can help with this!

Talking About Faith: Acts of the Apostles is about people learning how to be a church together. So come be
together with us most Friday mornings at 11:00am as we continue to learn about the Bible. Come and sit and talk
with us as we look back on these people of faith together in fellowship.

CORRECTION Summer Lawn Concerts at the Warehime-Myers Mansion: Tonight September 2" at
6:30pm, the Hanover Area Historical Society Summer Concert Series will feature The Generations Big Band and
their “Olde Time Juke Box Music.” PLEASE NOTE: The last concert of the season will be on September 30t
at 5:30pm, Robbie Weaver’s “Road Trip Country,” NOT a Country Western Hoedown on October 7" as
previously listed. NOTE: If weather conditions look iffy, be sure to check with the Historical Society for last
minute changes.

Downtown Hanover Clean-Up: Join Main Street Hanover every 4™ Tuesday from 9:00am to 11:00am to spruce
up the Hanover downtown area. To register, go to: MainStreetHanover.org/volunteer.

Free Concert: St. Matthew on W. Chestnut Street presents Tyler Canonico-Dilley on September 27 at 4:00pm.
Tyler is “one of the east coast’s finest concert organists and church musicians.” Contact St. Matthew at 717-637-
7101 for more information.

Shredding Event: Kate Klunk’s office is hosting a document shredding event on October 3™ from 9:00am to
12noon at 118 Carlisle Street. For more information, call 717-630-8942.

Will Hanover Be in a Hallmark Movie? The Hallmark Channel has chosen Hanover as one of the top 25 potential
towns to be featured in a future Christmas movie. To read the summary of why Hanover caught their interest and
to vote for our town, go to: merriestchristmastownscontest.hallmarkchannel.com/vote/14



mailto:offcoor129@gmail.com

