
 ST. MARK BELL 
 

 
Dear Cross Bearers: 

There once was a lawyer who had the 

experience and expertise to argue and defend 

any of the laws put before him. This great 

ability he had developed over time. He had 

dedicated himself to working hard to learn 

and study the intricacies of the law. He knew what was expected, what 
was right, what was moral and upright. He came to condemn anything 

that spoke against the ethical, righteous, and defined codes of life. He had 

gone to the correct schools and had the right teachers to train him as a 

future successful leader in his field. But then Saul, on the road to 

Damascus, met the resurrected Christ. Up to that point Saul had been 

persecuting Jesus’ followers, thinking they had been opposed to the laws 

of Moses. He had been zealous to defend those laws of tradition. But after 

meeting the risen Lord, being baptized, and taking time to re-examine the 

scriptures, Paul (formerly Saul) came to know that he had been mistaken. 
Instead, he confessed that he, with all his abilities, skills, reputation, and 

education, had nothing unless he grasped the cross of Christ. Only by the 

grace found in the power of the cross of Jesus Christ was he made 

righteous. He discovered that no matter what he could do or accomplish, 
in the end, it would all amount to nothing in the face of sin and death. Only 

by clinging to the cross, the empty cross of resurrection, of Christ, alive 

over death, would he have hope and peace.  
 On September 14th, the Christian church commemorates a day for 

the lifting up of the Holy Cross. It marks a day in the year when we are to 

remember that, by the grace of Christ, by his death and resurrection, we 

can be assured of our place in the kingdom of God. Nothing we do can save 

us. Only by the humiliation and death of Jesus on the cross are we 

redeemed and made righteous. Only by this suffering of Jesus and his 

victory over death are we given an everlasting hope. 
As we enter September, it seems even more fitting to remember that 

gift of the cross of salvation as we also recall the events of 9/11. We all 
remember the horror of that day, when a few radicals took down planes 

full of people simply to cause terror, destruction, and death in New York 

and D.C. We felt the pain and shock that morning and in the days that 
followed.  

Yet in the midst of that darkness, we still knew the power of the cross. 

The hope that comes even in the face of death. We witnessed the heroes 

who came together for good, who helped others find life, who gave their 

lives rushing towards danger by going into falling buildings, who took 

down a plane in Pennsylvania, who stopped to carry others and mend the 

wounds. We witnessed that even in death there is goodness and life.   
This month, as we commemorate those events, may you look to the 

cross and know that no matter what, we have a victory in Jesus Christ. 
That no matter what powers or abilities we have or what events take place, 
the one gift that fully counts, that is everlasting, is the power of the cross, 
the salvation found in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

                  In the peace and grace of God, Pastor Kirk Griffin 

St. Mark Lutheran 
129 Charles Street  

Hanover PA 17331 

717-637-8904 stmarkhanover.org 

Worship 

 Saturday 5:30pm 

 Sunday 9:00am 

 Sunday School Following Worship  

Church Office Hours 

 Mon-Fri 9:00am-12:00pm 

Bible Study  

 Fridays 11:00am-12:00pm 

Bells Rehearsal 

 Most Sundays Following Worship  

Choir Practice 

 Most Thursdays 9:30am-11:00am 

Quilting Group 

 Thursdays 9:00am-12:00pm 

Preschool 

 M/W/F (4’s) 9:00-11:45am & 

 12:30-3:15pm 

 M/W & T/Th (3’s) 9:00-11:15am 

Meetings & Activities 

Sept 1 – 6pm St. Mark Eats @ 

Gateway Diner 

Sept 2 – 10am Preschool Orientation 

(4’s Class) 

Sept 3 – 3pm Evangelism Mtg 

Sept 6 – Fellowship Time  

Following Worship 

Sept 7 – Labor Day 

 – OFFICE CLOSED 

Sept 8 – 10am Preschool Orientation 

(3’s Class) 

Sept 11 – Patriot Day 

Sept 13 – “God’s Work. Our Hands” 

Backpack Assembly 

Sept 14 – Holy Cross Day 

 – Preschool 1st Full Day 

(4’s Class) 

Sept 15 – 1pm Garden Club 

Sept 17 – 8am-7pm Jewelry Sale 

Sept 18 – 8am-7pm Jewelry Sale 

Sept 19 – 8am-2pm Jewelry Sale 

 – 12pm Private Event in Parlor 

Sept 20 – Council Mtg 

Sept 22 – Preschool 1st Full Day 

(3’s Class) 

Sept 24 – NO CHOIR PRACTICE 

Sept 27 – PAL Team B 

Sept 30 – 7am-7pm Blood Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2026 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

“May I never boast of 
anything except the cross 
of Jesus Christ… “ 

– Galatians 6:14 

 



HAPPENINGS AND NEWS IN OUR CONGREGATION 

COUNCIL MEETING HAPPENINGS

Special Council Mtg. – July 19th, 2026 

• Voted to accept Allison Smith’s 
resignation and hire a new housekeeper.  

• Parking lot resealing/relining proposals 
presented by Property Committee 

discussed; Council voted to proceed with 
the Schorner Sealcoating, Inc. Proposal.  

• Replacing carpets in hallway, sanctuary, 
parlor discussed and Council discussed 

proceeding with ideas/and bids. 

• Congregation Council presented with new 
CPIC guidelines and Chancel Care Book. 

They were asked to review the guidelines 
to be discussed at a future meeting.  

 

Council Online Vote – July 29th, 2026 

Council voted to offer Housekeeper 

position to second-in-line applicant after 
newly-hired applicant withdrew before 
starting. 

Council Online Vote – August 2nd, 2026 

Second newly-hired housekeeper 

withdrew before starting work. Another 
candidate was recommended for the 
position. Council voted to offer 

Housekeeper position to Shaun Eyster, 
set to begin August 5th.  

Special Council Mtg. – August 23rd, 2026 

Council received Shaun Eyster 
resignation. Discussed and hired Idonia 

Klunk as Housekeeper. 
 

 

COUNCIL MEETING – AUGUST 16TH, 2026

• Meeting began with prayer, review of 
minutes, circulations, and attendance 

rolls. Council noted celebrations of thanks 

for a great VBS and family blessings news. 

• Treasurer June report given. July’s report 

noted with positive news of recent 

donations.   

• Council President and Pastor reports 

noted Synod offering Zoom workshops for 

congregational councils. 

• Christian Ed. noted they will hold meeting 

to prepare for Fall. Sunday school starts 

with backpack-packing on September 13th 

followed by regular classes on the 20th. 

• Evangelism noted upcoming “God’s work. 
Our hands.” Sunday, Pet Blessing, and 

Fall Bazaar. Rummage donations can be 

dropped off onto the stage anytime the 

church office is open. 

• Fellowship noted upcoming potluck and 

cookie exchanges. They are open to any 

suggestions for St. Mark Eats also.  

• Property is keeping a long list of church 

property needs. The parking lot resealing 

and painting will happen soon. Boiler 

inspection took place, one relief valve 

needs serviced. New Housekeeper seems to 

be working well. 

• Worship and Music ready for Fall schedule 

of special worship and seasons. 

• Preschool noted they are full for the year.    

• Old Business: 1) December’s designated 

offering will go to support access to Cross 

Keys Lifespring Center; 2) Meeting to be 

planned to discuss recarpeting project. 

• New Business: Council voted to purchase 

new wheelchairs with funds from a special 
donation. Usage guidelines to be drawn 

up. 

• Next meeting is September 20th, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July’s Treasurer’s Report 
 



Prayer List for September 
 

• Dora 

• Bryce Adamson 

• Al Allison 

• Daniel Ard 

• Teri Barnes 

• Kim Bartell 

• Donna Bell 

• Katherine Borsella 

• Steve Bortner 

• Nancy Brady 

• Patrick Brady 

• Susan Bucher-

Laughman 

• Lucas Cherry 

• Susan Coleman 

• Lois & George 

Cornell 

• Pastor David 

DeLong 

• Lisa Dickensheets 

• Diane Duffy 

• Robin Eline 

• Tarek Elnaggar 

• Jean Eshbach 

• Landon Evans 

• Dennis Fahey 

• Nancy Fahey 

• Tanya Fair 

• James Farver 

• Don Feeser 

• Abigail Fett 

• John Forry 

• Nancy Gill 

• Scott Gonzales 

• Vickie Gouker 

• Dane Graham 

• Sandy Hart 

• Debby Hartlaub 

• Chase Henry & 

Family 

• Carrie Hernden 

• Peg Hippensteel 

• Blaise Humes 

• Michael Humes 

• Martha Howells 

• Donna Jones 

• Kathy Jones 

• David Kaufman 

• Debbie Kellenbenz 

• Craig King 

• Keith Klunk 

• Shawn Klunk 

• Kelly Koontz 

• Winchester Kuhn 

• Allen Kuhns 

• Jo Kuhns 

• Russell Laughman 

• Axel Leh 

• Laurie Leppo 

• John Lippy 

• Ronnie Lippy 

• Naura Luqman 

• Sharren Martin 

• Carol McDermitt-

Humes 

• Jeannie Mehring 

• Merita Moore 

• Andrew Moul 

• Leah Moul 

• Merle Mummert 

• Nancy Mummert 

• Pam Mummert 

• James Murphy 

• Wayne Noel 

• Susan O’Brien 

• Kelly Perdue 

• Jessica “Rose” 
Pulliano 

• Bill Reese 

• Barbara Reibling 

• Mary Riley 

• Carl Sandruck 

• David Sandruck 

• Lucus Schneider 

• Cecelia Sell 

• Bob Shue 

• Luanne Slusser 

• Denise Smith 

• Pr. Jerry Smith 

• JoAnn Smith 

• Sarah Smith 

• Jody Spellman 

• Sandy Spitz 

• Jamie Stalb 

• Dennis Staub 

• Monica Staub 

• Stephanie Stauffer 

• Kelly Steenstra 

• Dorothy 

Stringfellow 

• Matt Test 

• Dawn Tice 

• Jennie Tome 

• George Tracy 

• Allison Trump 

• Ed Wagaman 

• Gloria Wagaman 

• Jody Walter 

• Naomi Warren 

• Barb Watson 

• Ron Wentz 

• Kira Williams

We ask that you keep all our shut-ins and those needing special help in your daily prayers. 
If you know of someone in need of prayer, please contact the church office or 

add them to the prayer list located on the brass stand in the narthex.  

If you know of a name that can be removed from the list, please let us know.  
 

In Memorial 

It is with deep regret we must announce the passing of one of our members, 
Norma Kreidler, who entered the everlasting promise found in the living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead on July 10th. 

Please keep her loved ones in your prayers. In her memory, a white rose 
was placed in our chancel for the weekend of July 18th & 19th. 
 

ST. MARK’S DESIGNATED FUND 
St. Mark’s Monthly Offering for Designated Needs gives us an opportunity 

as a congregation to support specific domestic and international needs.

During September our designated need will 

be the Habitat for Humanity. Habitat 
Humanity partners with people in the 

community and all over the world to help 
them build or improve a place they can call 
home. Habitat homeowners help build their 

own homes alongside volunteers and pay 
an affordable mortgage.

To contribute to this month’s need, please 

specify on your check or the Other line of 
your offering envelope: “Habitat for 

Humanity” (or “September’s Designated 
Need”). Donations made on the Other line 

that have no written designation will 
automatically be given to that month’s 
ministry fund. Thanks for your support. 

  



 

TUESDAY, September 1st – Dinner at 
Gateway Diner at 6:00pm 

TUESDAY, October 6th – Lunch at 
Divino’s at 1:00pm* 

TUESDAY, November 3rd – 
Lunch at Chili’s at 1:00pm* 

*Note winter time change 

St. Mark Eats 

 

 

Blood Drive Coming Up 
 

Unfortunately, we had to reschedule our 
August blood drive to September 30th. This 
will mean fewer blood drives in total this 
year, so it’s even more important to come 

out and give blood if you’re able to. 

 

It will be at St. Mark from 7:00am to 
7:00pm that day. Drop-ins are welcome – to 
register in advance and save time waiting, 
go to: 

donate.717giveblood.org. 

 
St. Mark Evangelists 

Thank you to Linda Bolin and to Martha & 
Wayne Lippy for representing St. Mark at 
the Snack Town Street Fair. Thanks also to 

Dennis & Kim Bartell for transporting the 
table, canopy, and boxes of handouts to 
and from the fair and for setting up/ 

breaking down the St. Mark booth.  

They all worked together to share the Word 
of God and reach out to the Hanover 
community and beyond. They gave away 

many crocheted prayer squares and other 
materials with St. Mark’s information 
attached.  

Additionally, thank you to the crocheters 
behind the scenes who provided the 

hundreds of prayer squares throughout the 
year – Jo Kuhns, Judy Laughman, and 

Amy Shermeyer.  

And to Vivian Cullison 
for preparing extra 
Inspirations envelopes 
created especially for 

Snacktown.  

 

We appreciate you all! 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Reminder & Request 
 

 

Thank you to all who’ve brought in school 
supplies. Your response has been 
wonderful! We have almost enough 

supplies to fill 70 backpacks! Our current 
needs to finish up are primarily pencil 
sharpeners and blunt (no point at all) 

scissors. 

 

 

Monetary donations are also appreciated to 
help us fill those little gaps to even out the 
supplies and efficiently use everything 

we’ve already received.  

We’ll be collecting until September 13th. 
On that Sunday, we will then pack the 
backpacks after worship. If you’re able to 
stay that Sunday, we appreciate help 

assembling the backpacks and packing 
them to send to those in need.  
 

 – Thank you!



Vacation Bible School 

  

  

 

This summer, our VBS students and teachers 

enjoyed “Camping with God.” We sang camp 
songs and had lots of fun in our church 
“campground.” Over forty kids joined us for 

crafts, games, and music, all while learning 
about the Bible. They raised $100 in donations, 

and, in keeping with our camping theme, the 
money was sent to Lutheran Outdoor Ministries.   

Thank you to all who helped out this year, 

including Linda Bolin, Matt Funke, Kate 
Klunk, Linda Kuhn, Hollis Long, Abby 

Shermeyer, and Elsie Wildasin for teaching and 
leading the kids, and to Karen Feeser for 
planning and running another successful VBS 

week! Thank you also to everyone from our co-
host, St. Paul’s, and to the parents and kids. It 
was a great week! 
 

 

Blessing Our Pets 

The Annual Pet Blessing worship will be 
outside in front of the sanctuary on 
Saturday, October 3rd, at 2:00pm. Be sure 
to bring your entire menagerie to receive 

their blessings. All pets are welcome. Join 
us for an enjoyable afternoon!  

 
 

 

 

 

 
September’s inspiration envelopes are now 

in the narthex. Be sure to pick up a packet 
of cards, not just for yourself, but also one 
or more to share! 

 

Alzheimer’s Walk 

The Alzheimer Walk is 

September 19th at the 

Gettysburg Rec Park. 

Alzheimer’s has touched millions of lives–
including mine. That’s why I’ve joined the 

fight against the disease by participating in 

the Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End 

Alzheimer's in memory of my husband 

Wayne and brother-in-law John. Will you 

support my fundraising efforts? I'm 

dedicated to making a difference in the fight 

to end Alzheimer's and all other dementia. I 
hope you will support me with a donation 

today. It would mean a lot to me and those 

facing this relentless disease. 

Thank you for your generosity. Together, we 

can end Alzheimer’s.                  –PAT KEEFER 

To Join Pat or to Donate 

act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=19879&pg= 

personal&px=13282304 
 

Did You Know… 

…that most mainline churches 
designate three distinct areas in the 
sanctuary to emphasize the gifts of God? 

The first is the altar, always located front 
and center, the place of the sacrament of 
Holy Communion. The Baptismal font 

and Paschal candle, representing the 
other sacrament of the faith, Holy 
Baptism, is generally in the main aisle or 

the side of the nave. This is where the 
people of the church gather to worship, 
reminding us that through baptism, we 

are brought to faith and claimed by God 
as his own children forever. The third 

designated area is the pulpit and lectern 
where the Word of God, is read and 
preached to enlighten, to convict, and to 

uplift us in our faith. Three areas to 

emphasize the gifts of God.  

inspiration 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=19879&pg=personal&px=13282304
http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=19879&pg=personal&px=13282304


Our 5th Annual Fall Bazaar Is Coming! 

Once again, the Evangelism Committee is planning a Fall Bazaar on November 7th in the 

Fellowship Hall from 8:00am to 2:00pm. Watch for signup sheets for cooks, bakers, crafters, 
and anyone else willing to lend a hand.  

Come to our next planning session during the Evangelism Committee 

meeting on September 3rd at 3:00pm. Be sure to mark your calendars now 

and spread the word – we’ll have food, crafts, and more!  

If you’d like to be a vendor, applications can be found at stmarkhanover.org 

– just click on the Fall Bazaar flier to download one or contact the church 

office. Applications and payment are due by October 15th. 

If you’re able to post fliers or share a graphic on your social media, 
contact Joni at 637-8904 | offcoor129@gmail.com 

 

  

 

 
 

Granny’s Attic Items Needed 

Time to clean out your attic, basement, 
closets – everywhere! 

We’re looking for transportable items to sell 
in our Fall Bazaar rummage area. Bring 
them over to the church on a weekday 

between 9:00am and 12:00pm, and we’ll 
make sure they find a good home! 

While we appreciate all donations, 
furniture and very heavy or bulky sale 
items make it hard on our cleanup 

volunteers to take unsold items to 
Community Aid after the sale ends, so 

please limit donations to things that can be 
transported easily. 

PLEASE NOTE: Before dropping off 

donations, be sure to call or stop by the 
church office. Please DO NOT leave items 
in the church vestibule without prior 

consent. Thank you!! 

Sharing Glory Moments 
Glory moments are times that you 
experience the presence of God through 

your own actions or by witnessing it in 
others. Share your experience by putting it 
down on an index card in the pews and 

putting it in the offering plate. Perhaps it 
will inspire others, as we hope this Glory 
Moment will inspire you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try it out yourself – Be the love of God. 

 

$5 Jewelry/Accessory Sale 

The Hanover Hospital Auxiliary is holding a sale in our fellowship hall 
September 17th and 18th from 8:00am to 7:00pm and September 19th 
from 8:00am to 2:00pm. There will be jewelry, scarves, flashlights, 
leggings, Croc charms, and other small items – all marked $5.  

The sale benefits Hanover Hospital, so please be sure to come out! 

“I’m thankful for my family 

and my world. I am 
thankful that I 

have nice grandparents.” 

 

.” 

https://stmarkhanover.org/
mailto:offcoor129@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ST. MARK CONREGATION: 

Thank you so much for the special surprise 
recognition during Preschool Sunday’s 
service as I retire from teaching after 20 
years. I have been putting off writing this 
note because this is truly bittersweet.  

The gift card and the beautiful heart with the 
meaningful message on it was so thoughtful 
and I am so thankful! I have been blessed for 
everyone’s love and support. It has been a 
joy and an honor to teach and watch so many 
children grow. I am grateful for the 
relationships I have built with the children, 
families, and this amazing church 
community. The memories I have made 
through the years will never be forgotten.  

Although I am retiring from teaching, I am 
staying on one more year as Co-Director to 
help Allison and guide the incoming staff.  

Thank you all for embracing me and making 
these past 20 years so meaningful! St. Mark 
will always hold a special place n my heart!  

– LOVE, 
IDONIA 

DEAR PASTOR KIRK, SHELLENE, 
AND ALL CONGREGATION: 

Thank you so much for the prayers. I had 
terrific pain but now it subsided pretty much. I 
can walk again. Thank you, Pastor Kirk, for 
your prayers and checking in with me. GOD 
BLESS and ALL TAKE CARE! 

– WITH GOD’S LOVE, 
PAM MUMMERT 

DEAR FRIENDS AT ST. MARK 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH: 

On behalf of our entire team, thank you for 
your generous donation of $40, allocated to 
Ruth's Harvest fund, and $905, allocated to 
our PAL Provide-A-Lunch ministry fund, 
enabling us to address the most pressing 
needs within our community.  

Once again, thank you for your kindness and 
support. Together, we are making a lasting 
difference.  

– WITH HEARTFELT GRATITUDE, 
HANOVER AREA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

DEAR ST. MARK EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH: 

Thank you for your generous gift of $600 
in support of VNA Hospice. Your support 
helps us continue providing exceptional 
hospice care to patients and families 
throughout our community during some of 
life’s most difficult moments. We rely on 
the generosity of donors like you to help us 
meet the needs of those we serve with 
compassion, dignity, and excellence. 
Thank you again for your kindness, 
generosity, and support of VNA Hospice 
and the patients and families who depend 
on us.  

– SINCERELY, 
KEVIN C. MALONEY, PT 

PRESIDENT & CEO 

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE: 

Thank you very much for the card of care 
and concert. It was received at a time of 
need for Love and Prayers. Your 
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.  

– LOVE, 
BETTY BOLIN 



SEPTEMBER 

September 6th 

CPIC: Pennie Highlands 

Lector: Pat Keefer 

Comm. Assts: Pennie Highlands | Need Volunteer 

September 13th 

CPIC: Karen Feeser 

Lector: Hollis Long  

Comm. Assts: Karen Feeser | Pennie Highlands 

 

September 20th 

CPIC: Martha Lippy  

Lector: Karen Feeser  

Comm. Assts: Martha Lippy | Karen Feeser 

September 27th 

CPIC: Karen Feeser   

Lector: Pennie Highlands 

Comm. Assts: Karen Feeser | Need Volunteer 

 

SEPTEMBER Altar Vases 

  Given in Memory of Jennifer Allison 

  By the Allison Family 

  One Vase Open for Dedication 

  Vases can be sponsored for $17.00 – please contact the church office 

  Both Vases Open for Dedication 

  Vases can be sponsored for $17.00 – please contact the church office 

  Both Vases Open for Dedication 

  Vases can be sponsored for $17.00 – please contact the church office 

  Both Vases Given in Memory of Austin Ruth 

  By Pat Ormond and Julie Ruth and Families 

 
 

Sponsors Needed – Fall Flowers 

As you can see, most of September is open for dedication. If you can help by sponsoring a 
vase, we can keep fresh flowers on the altar in September. Thank you to anyone and everyone 
who can help with this! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

To Our SEPTEMBER Birthdays! 
 

Sept. 2 Nate Ormond   
Sept. 7 Michael Lobaugh 

Sept. 12 Jeff Kindschuh 
 Joan Reigle 

Sept. 15 Martha Lippy 
Sept. 16 Debbie Folmer 
 Idonia Klunk 

Sept. 19 Joanne Reifsnider 
 

 
 
 

Sept. 20 Vicki George 
 Wayne Lippy 

 Abbi-Lynn Washington 
 Jared Laird 

Sept. 22 Donna Jones 
Sept. 26 Christopher Greening 
 Barb Wentz  

Sept. 30 Shellene Griffin    
 Linda Kuhn 
 Jennie Tome  

*If you ever notice a missing birthday – please contact the office at 717-637-8904  

September 6th 

September 13th 

September 20th 

September 27th 



NEWS AND HAPPENINGS IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Help Us Feed Our Neighbors 
Provide-A-Lunch Team B will be serving at HACC on September 
27th. Our primary team members in September include: Nancy 

Beimler, Sue Bradshaw, Pastor David DeLong, Stacey DeLong, 
Shellene Griffin, and Linda Gross.  

 
 

St. Mark’s three Provide-A-Lunch teams serve lunch each month at 
HACC and provide the ingredients for each meal. To help us continue 
this mission, please consider donating to our PAL Supply fund. To 

contribute directly to St. Mark’s PAL efforts, please note “PAL SUPPLIES” (be sure to 
specific “supplies” so that your donation is directed to the right place) on the Other line of 

your offering envelope. Thank you! 
 
 

HACC News and Special Needs 
 

 

PAL (Provide-A-Lunch) Program: White or 

Wheat Bread Loaves, Hot Dog Rolls, 
Hamburger Rolls, Coffee Creamer, Artificial 
Sweeteners 

Clothing Bank: Bras (NEW), Women’s 
Underwear (NEW), Men’s Underwear (NEW), 
Dryer Sheets, Plastic Hangers, Men’s 

Clothing (All Sizes), Children’s Clothing (5T 
and Up) 

Meals-On-Wheels: Adult Hygiene Wipes, 
Dried Fruit Snacks (No Nuts), Handheld 
Fans, Cooling Towels 

Ruth’s Harvest: Small Cans of Vegetables, 
Single-Serve Fruit Cups, Single-Serve 

Cereal, Single-Serve Mac and Cheese, 
Individual Non-Perishable Food Items 

Shelter: Personal Hygiene Items, Feminine 
Hygiene Products, Deodorant, Shampoo, 

Conditioner, Body Wash (Travel and Full 
Size), Men’s Boxer Underwear (M, L, XL), 

Men’s Colored T-Shirts (M, L, XL), Women’s 
Underwear (S, M, L), Hairbrushes, Toilet 
Paper 

Please place donations in the bins 
by the office on the corner table at end of hall. 

 

Ruth’s Harvest 

As the school year begins, Hanover Council 

of Churches is getting ready for another 
year of Ruth’s Harvest.  

Individual packs of fruit, vegetables, 

snacks, and tuna / chicken pouches make 
great donations to support the children’s 

program. These bags are made up each 
week and given to qualifying children in 

local elementary schools.  

The bin to donate is 
located on the floor by the 
church office.  

 

 

 

 

CROP Hunger Walk 

Sunday, October 11th 

1:00pm to 5:00pm 

If you’d like to walk or sponsor a walker, 
contact the church office at 637-8904 or talk 

to St. Mark’s Team Captain (TBA). Cash or 

checks made payable to “Church World 

Service” may be forwarded to St. Mark’s 

office or given directly to the walkers. 

 

  



COMMUNITY FALL ACTIVITIES & MUSIC
 

Lighted Lantern Festival 
Pappus House’s Annual 

“Lanterns of Light” 

Sunday, October 11th, 6:15pm 

Cousler Park 
1060 Church Road in York 

Lanterns in memory of lost loved ones and 

beloved pets will be launched at sunset. 

To sponsor a memorial lantern, 
contact Pappus House at: 

717-893-5310 or 717-800-8570 
info@pappushouse.org  

pappushouse.org/events 

 

Shredding & License Plate 
Replacement 

Saturday, October 3rd 

9:00am to 12noon 
Kate Klunk’s Office – 118 Carlisle Street 

RSVPs Required 

for License Plate Replacement 
Call 717-630-8942 or go to: 

RepKlunk.com/Events 
 

Free Diapers! 

September 3rd, 
2:30pm to 4:30pm 
September 19th, 

9:30am to 11:30am 
Families in Bloom 

Diaper Bank 

@ St. John’s Lutheran 
100 E. Water Street, 

Abbottstown 

Fall Feast 

Dinner to Support 
Survivors of Domestic Violence 

Saturday, October 24th, 5:00pm 
HFCOG – 600 Fairview Drive 

Tickets: $30 each/$200 for table of 8 
After September 15th: $35/$240 table of 8 

717-640-2951 | Juliet@ThrivePA.org

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Fest at Lehigh’s Greenhouse 

Saturday, September 19th 

10:00am to 3:00pm 

2392 Grandview Road in Hanover 
Free Activities: 

Hayrides | Bounce Houses | Live Music 
Face Painting | Balloon Artist | Animals 

Pumpkin Painting | Corn Crib 

and More! 
Additional Activities: 

Vendors | Grab Bags | Games 

Food Trucks 

For More Info: 717-465-4450 

lehighsgreenhouse.com/ 
event/fall-fest-2026/ 

 

Will Hanover Be 
in a Hallmark Movie? 

The Hallmark Channel has chosen Hanover 
as one of the top 25 potential towns to be 
featured in a future Christmas movie. To 

read the summary of why Hanover caught 
their interest and to vote for our town, go 
to:  

merriestchristmastownscontest. 
hallmarkchannel.com/vote/14 
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Hanover Library Event Schedule 

In addition to lots of regular children’s 
activities (including Pokémon, Chess, 
Minecraft, etc), Guthrie Memorial Library is 

also hosting these special events in the 
Bare Center: 

 

Edgar Allen Poe Impersonator, 
Todd Loughry 

October 26th, 6:00pm 
(free event, registration required) 

 

 

Venezuela and Its Consequences 
with Guest Lecturers: 

Diplomat Paul Berg 
& Richard Sanders 

 
September 21st, 6:00pm 

(free event, registration required) 

 

 
For more information on either 

of the above events, contact 
Guthrie Memorial Library 

at 717-632-5183

 

Annual Blue Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honoring the Fallen of 
September 11th and 

Celebrating First Responders, 
Military, and Veterans 

All Faiths Welcome 

September 11th at 7:00pm 

~ Refreshments to Follow ~ 

Call 717-637-5236 for more information 

 

Summer Lawn Concerts 

The Hanover Area Historical Society is 

hosting the final round of lawn concerts 
at the Warehime-Myers Mansion on 

Baltimore Street: 

 
September 2nd: Generations Big Band’s 

“Olde Time Juke Box Music” @ 6:30pm  
September 30th: Robbie Weaver’s “Road 

Trip Country” @ 5:30pm  

 

Free Fall Concerts 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
presents 

 

Tyler Canonico-Dilley 

Concert Organist 
and Church Musician 

September 27th, 4:00pm 

St. Matthew on W. Chestnut St. 

Call 717-637-7101 for more info 

First Evangelical Lutheran 
presents the 

 

Hanover 

Symphony Orchestra 
Brass Quintet 

September 20th at 3:00pm 

Call 717-249-3310 or go to 
firstlutherancarlisle.org 

for more information 



 

The 2026-2027 

Preschool Year Is Upon Us! 

~ Where did the summer go? ~ 

It seems like it was only a week ago that we were celebrating the St. 
Mark Preschool Class of 2026! Now, we are ready and excited to open 

our doors once again to a new group of students.  
 

Welcome and Welcome Back to Our Staff! 

In the 4-year-old classes, we are excited to welcome Maddie Alexander as the 4-year-old 

Teacher, Casi Sinnott as Teacher Assistant, and 
Lindsey Crawford as Teacher Aide. 

In the 3-year-old classes, we are also happy to 

have Allison Wentz continuing as Teacher, along 
with Cheree O’Connor as Teacher Assistant and 

Karen Amoss as Teacher Aide 

We are so thankful for our amazing preschool team 
and all they do to make St. Mark Preschool a special place for our students. 

 
 

Designer Collection Fundraiser 

 

 

We will soon be kicking off our fall 
fundraiser with the Design Collection, 
offering a great selection of gifts and gift 

wrap.  Watch for more details in the coming 
days!   As soon as the order forms arrive, 

they will be available on the hallway table 
by the office. 

 

Shoebox Donation Request 

If you have an empty shoebox or two you 

no longer need, the 4-year-old class can put 
them to good use with a craft this fall!  

Please drop them off 

before the end of 
October in the church 

office or on the pew 
bench right outside the 
office if the office isn’t 

open.  

Thank you from the 
preschool! 

Thank You! 

The Preschool Committee and staff would like to thank our congregation for the generous 
donations to our preschool over the summer. The supplies you provided will be a wonderful 

help throughout the school year. 

We also want to thank everyone who came out to our Sweet Treat Fundraiser at Big Dippers. 
It was a wonderful turnout! A special thank you to Fred and his staff at Big Dippers for their 

hospitality and generosity. 

 

Thank you again for your continued love and support of the preschool. 
We are excited for a wonderful new school year! 

– IDONIA KLUNK AND ALLISON WENTZ, PRESCHOOL CO-DIRECTORS 



 

*NOTE: Beginning September 14th, St. Mark Preschool classes are in regular session MONDAY through FRIDAY each week between the hours of 8:30am and 4:00pm. 

Please see the preschool calendar for more information.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

6pm St. Mark Eats @ 

Gateway Diner G’burg 

 

2  

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

10am Preschool 

Orientation (4’s Class) 

3  

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Quilting Group 

9:30am-11:00am Choir Practice 

 

3pm Evangelism 

 

 

4  

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 
 

11:00am Bible Study 

 
 

5  

5:30pm Spoken  

Liturgy of Word 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15th Sunday after Pentecost  6 
 

9:00am Worship 

Fellowship Time 

Following Worship 

 

 

 

Bells Rehearsal 

7  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

8  

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

10am Preschool 

Orientation (3’s Class) 

9 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open  

10 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Quilting Group 

9:30am-11:00am Choir Practice 

 
 

11 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 
 

11:00am Bible Study 

 

 

 

  

12 

5:30pm Spoken  

Liturgy of Word 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 13  
 

9:00am Worship 

10:15am Sunday School 

Assembling Backpacks 

 

 

 

 

 

Bells Rehearsal 

14 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

Preschool 1st Full Day 

(4’s Class) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY CROSS DAY 

15 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

 

1pm Garden Club 

16 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

 

17 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Quilting Group 

9:30am-11:00am Choir Practice 

 

8am-7pm Hospital Auxiliary 

Jewelry Sale @ St. Mark 

18 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 
 

11:00am Bible Study 

 

 

8am-7pm 

Jewelry Sale 
 

19 

5:30pm Spoken  

Liturgy of Word 

8am-2pm 

Jewelry Sale 

 

 

12pm Private Event in 

Parlor 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 20 
 

9:00am Worship 

10:15am Sunday School 

 

Council Mtg 

 

 

Bells Rehearsal 

21 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

 

 

 

22 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

Preschool 1st Full Day 

(3’s Class) 

 
 

23 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 
 

 

 

 

 

24 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Quilting Group 

9:30am-11:00am Choir Practice 

NO CHOIR PRACTICE 

 

 

25 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 
 

11:00am Bible Study 

 
 

 

 

26 

5:30pm Spoken  

Liturgy of Word 

 
 

 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 27  
 

9:00am Worship 

10:15am Sunday School 

 

PAL Team B 

Bells Rehearsal 

28 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

 

29 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

 

30 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Office Open 

 

 

 

7am-7pm Blood Drive 

H   



St. Mark Lutheran Church 
129 Charles Street 

Hanover, PA 17331 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us online at stmarkhanover.org 
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St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church  

129 Charles Street, Hanover, PA 17331 

Office – 717-637-8904 

Website:  stmarkhanover.org  

Office Email:  offcoor129@gmail.com 

Office Hours:  Monday – Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 

 

Church Staff: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Kirk Griffin 717-808-1986; prkirk129@gmail.com 

Office Coordinator: Joni Gonzales 717-637-8904 

Director of Music: Melinda Elnaggar  

Organist: Martha Lobaugh  

Sexton: Wally Rodenhaber  

Housekeeper: Idonia Klunk 717-637-8904 

Preschool Co-Directors: Allison Wentz /Idonia Klunk 
 

2026 Congregation Council: Karen Feeser, Kathy Gates, Penelope Highlands, Pat Keefer, Kate Klunk,  

Martha Lippy, Tom Long, Gail Merlo, Michael Merlo, Hunter Shaw 

St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church’s 

Purpose is to be 

Growing in Grace, Impacting the World 

http://www.stmarkhanover.org/
mailto:offcoor129@gmail.com
mailto:prkirk129@gmail.com

