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Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the words of my mouth and the ears of our hearts be open to the word of God this day. AMEN.

The Psalmist concludes that his help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, and that no matter what God is there present with him. God is there at his coming in and his going out. God is with us when we are born and when we die, we are with God always.
Wilma knew this promise. She found comfort and faith in the promise of God’s presence in her life.

The writer of the psalms looked for that comfort in his life as he wrote those words that we just read. 

  
St. Paul centuries later, confessed the same truth to the believers of his day. As he neared the end of his life, he wrote to the Christians in Rome, in the hopes of coming to them soon. He told them of his confidence in the grace of our Lord, who loved us so much that he sent Jesus to win for us a place in his kingdom for ever. That no matter what we are connected to God forever, in this life and the next. He says nothing can separate us from the Love of God, not death nor life, nor things present or anything else in all of creation. Nothing can separate us from the Love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
  
This is the same promise that Jesus is making in our Gospel reading today. This great gift is what we need to hear and know in this time in sadness and mourning, that even in death we know there is life that continues on. 

 
 
Jesus says to not let our hearts be troubled. And yet in times of mourning it is difficult and hard to know we are separated from the ones we love. Jesus’ own disciples, his friends and close loved ones didn’t understand this vision when Jesus spoke to them that night before he died. The Gospel from John’s gospel tells us that Jesus was saying that he was going to leave them, that he had to die so that they could have life. They didn’t understand that God loved them so much, that Jesus, God born as human came to win for them the victory over death. That he was going to do so that all humanity could have life everlasting. They didn’t understand that Jesus was going to die so that he could be resurrected and go ahead to prepare a place for them and for us.
They didn’t like death and were troubled by such talk of it. But Jesus comforts them with a promise, an assurance, “I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you be also.” He promises them that he will take them into his heavenly kingdom where a place is prepared for each of us. Do not let your hearts be troubled he is with us now and forever. 



Today, we need to hear that promise, see that vision of the kingdom because we gather together with saddened hearts at the loss of a great woman. When death snatches someone away from us, we naturally get upset. But again the gospel message, that promise of Jesus is that there is a time for every matter, a time to die and a time to live, live eternal in the kingdom of God. 

 Wilma has been called into that kingdom now and is now in that peace without worry or pain, or suffering. We celebrate her life, the busy times of her life, the wonderful gifts she shared with us, and we hold dear to those moments. 
Just as those confused disciples, who at one time did not understand this new life that Jesus was speaking about, came to know of the resurrection and shared in the stories of his life. They came out of that darkness of death and saw the beauty of what took place three days later, that changed their lives forever. No longer were they afraid, or fearful, worried or mourning. Instead they went forth rejoicing in a life that continues on, telling the story of his life. In the same way you all gather here, given that same assurance of a life that continues on. And until we join with her you share in the memories and go forth telling the stories of Wilma. The times of her love, her presence, her clippings, her care, her telling you just want to do, and how to do it. You go forth as her legacy. reveling in a life, Wilma’s life that continues on into the kingdom of God. And my we find strength and comfort in that promise that is fulfilled now and always, that nothing can separate us from God and his love. May you find that peace. Amen. 

