Meditation Sermon

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the words of my mouth and the ears of our hearts be open to the word of God this day. AMEN.

St. John in his revelation from Jesus Christ sees the gates of heaven standing open like a door and he is invited to enter and witness what is to take place. As he enters the kingdom of God, he sees the Lord seated on the throne with the 24 elders that represent the prophets and apostles, the four living creatures that represent all creatures of creation, and the myriads of angels and heavenly hosts standing in the courts of God. And there in the midst of all that he sees, he recognizes the one that is like a lamb, the Savior Jesus, that is sacrificed for the salvation of all people. He sees Christ, the who opens the seven scrolls and brings about the day of the Lord. 

And at that moment every creature in heaven and earth and under the earth an on the sea sing praises before God our Savior. 
I shared this image with you from scripture, because when I think of Mary Ellen, I think she would enjoy seeing this moment, when all creatures, animals of all kinds, cats and hamsters included all singing out to God. In this vision of John, we see what is to come. And Mary Ellen as a Child of God has now entered into that promised kingdom.

The Psalmist knew that this world is not eternal. He speaks of this in Psalm 46, knowing that the earth will be moved and the mountains topple into the sea. Though time and mortal nature will crumble, and fail, the earth will melt away, we know that in God we can take refuge and find strength. The Psalmist seeks that comfort of knowing we have a God that is our stronghold that will never leave us or forget us. 

God had claimed Mary Ellen in baptism and made her a part of his kingdom forever. She now stands with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, in that very place that John glimpsed as the days that would come, when all people, including Mary Ellen with God rejoicing with all the elders, angels and creatures, praising God and giving thanks. 

This same vision comes to reassure us also. We still live on in this mortal nature, with the ebbs and flows of life as the Psalmist described. But we look forward to the day that will come, when we also will join with her and all the saints of God, and all those creatures and angels standing before God in the light everlasting. 

Until that day comes and we join with her before God in his eternal kingdom, may you find peace and comfort in that promise of life in Christ, the lamb who wins for all of us a victory over sin and death itself to give us life with him in his kingdom. May the Lord be your stronghold and a very present help of refuge and strength. Amen.
