Meditation Sermon

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the words of my mouth and the ears of our hearts be open to the word of God this day. AMEN.

Today we gather here to remember Lois and honor her life as we commend her to our Lord and her heavenly home. As we planned for this memorial service, I heard from Bill that he and Lois had planned out what they wanted, they wanted a service with the sacrament of Holy Communion the gift of the Lord given for the redemption of our sins, they picked the hymns and music – since they both loved music and were involved in Church choirs in so many places including right here at St. Mark. I also was told they wanted certain scripture passages that were meaningful to them, and so we shared with you the readings from the Psalms, Romans and from the Gospel of Luke, his story of the Road to Emmaus encounter with the risen Lord.

In that Gospel reading we hear about one of several eyewitness accounts of the risen Jesus after his sacrifice, death and burial. These witnesses testify through the ages to us that death is not the end, that the Lord has overcome the grave and prepares a place for all of us who believe in his kingdom. And this is important to hear especially in this time of grief and mourning.

But this text also seemed so fitting to me for today, because it reminds me of a teacher, Jesus, instructing his students and guiding them in the truth. He had taught them about the kingdom of God for three years as he walked with them and did ministry in Galilee and throughout Judaea. He had even told them about what must take place in Jerusalem, that he will be arrested, convicted and crucified, and having been buried - rise again on the third day as the first of the resurrection. He was doing this so our sins would be forgiven, taking our punishment upon his own shoulders, the Lord would suffer for us all, and win a victory over death and the grave so that we would be raised with him into his kingdom. He had taught them all of this, and yet they still were troubled and doubtful, wondering what it all meant. 

Now in this reading these two disciples are walking the seven miles from Jerusalem to Emmaus on that Sunday afternoon. They are confused, tearful, bewildered and not sure what is happening, they are talking about Jesus’ death and the news that had happened that morning, that the women had seen a vision declaring him alive again. They did not know what to think as they talked about it along their way.

That’s when the teacher, Jesus himself walks up beside them and begins to tell them all that scripture had revealed. He begins to teach them all that had taken place. He instructs them with the truth. Until finally at the table, at the breaking of the bread, their eyes are opened and they understand and see that it is Jesus alive, with them, in their midst. They have seen the risen Lord. And they go out back to Jerusalem, rejoicing in celebration back to the others to declare the good news. They go as Jesus had instructed his followers to do, to go and tell the good news, to spread the teaching, to share the truth with the world. 

Lois in much of her life was a teacher of truth sharing it with the world. As family and friends gathered here, you were the people she taught, cared for, loved and helped along the way of life. As a loving wife to Bill, she was a helper and partner in this life, walking side by side with him in all ways. As a mother and grandmother, I know she showed love and cared for her family, helping mold them and instruct them in life’s goodness. In similar ways she also taught students and prepared others, sending them out into the world to teach and educate in places around the world. She became a witness to another generation and to future generations by her devotion and love and passion for her work. In the same way she lived as a witness to the glory and good news of Jesus, sharing in her experiences and life her faith, her devotion and work as a faithful member of the house of God. She followed in the Lord’s footsteps in faith and devotion.
This reading of St. Luke testifies to Lois and to the promised resurrection of Jesus. As the Psalmist said God is our refuge and strength. We do not have to fear, even though we know this mortal nature must end, the world will give way, the mountains topple into the sea, and the earth will melt away, but the Lord everlasting is with us and brings us through this mortal nature into his arms eternal. 

St. Paul wrote of the certainty of this promised kingdom. He is convinced that nothing separates us from the Love of God, no trouble or hardship, not death or life, nor angels or demons, nor anything in all of creation can separate us from God. Jesus came to overcome all sin and pain and death to join us with God in the everlasting peace. Lois has entered into that promised connection, where no pain or suffering, nothing can separate her from God, even through Death itself she is now made new in Christ, risen with him and given that peace in his kingdom. This is what Jesus promised and taught to all those who believe. 
That is the word that we find comfort in today. This promise that Jesus has fulfilled for all his people. And until we join with Lois may we honor her life and give thanks for the time we shared. May we look forward to that day when we walk with her and the risen Lord once again, in his kingdom, rejoicing and praising God. May that peace and hoped assurance be with you all. Amen.

At this time I would ask that Lois’ children come forward to share some Words of love and remembrance….
