PAGE  
4
5/19/2024

Pentecost 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 & Acts 2
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the words of my mouth and the ears of our hearts be open to the word of God this day. AMEN.


Today we celebrate Pentecost. But Pentecost is more than one day. I know the hymn boards say “The Day of Pentecost” and the handout says the weekend of Pentecost. But Pentecost can not and should not be considered limited to one day or one weekend. Yes, it literally means fifty. It marks the fiftieth day after the Passover. Pentecost or Shavuot, had long been a Jewish holiday. It was one of three pilgrimage holidays that drew the faithful to Jerusalem from all over Israel and from other nations. It also marked the fiftieth day from the Spring wheat harvest fifty days before to the beginning of the barley harvest in Palestine. It also is connected to the gift of the Torah. According to the 3,000 year old story, it took fifty days for Moses and the Hebrew people to arrive at Mt. Sinai after leaving their captivity in Egypt. There at Mt. Sinai they meet God on the mountain top where the law, the Torah is given. This was practiced over a thousand years later, drawing the faithful to gather every year in Jerusalem. That is why fifty days after Easter, the early Christians are still gathered together in the city, worshipping and praying together when on this fiftieth day, the Spirit of God comes sweeping down in thunderous noise and fills them up to go forth sharing the message of God’s love. But this gift of Pentecost is more than just this story that happened one day two thousand years ago. It is the gift of the outpouring of the Spirit of God onto his creation. It is the gift of the presence of God giving life, showing us God’s truth, inspiring us through life into the world.  

Consider that question that God poses to the prophet Ezekiel. “Mortal, can these bones live?” What an amazing question to hear God ask. In that simple naming, God has just reminded the prophet Ezekiel that he is subject to age, death and decay. He names him Mortal. Mortal can bones have life. NO.    Mortal can you give yourself life. NO.    Mortal are you everlasting and all powerful. NO.    Ezekiel knows the answers, No he has no power, No he has no strength, No he has no hope. He understands that he has limitations and is helpless. But God comes to him and gives life even in death, hope in certain despair, renewal in times of loss. 
The Story of Ezekiel was a sad one. He had been born into a priestly family. He was raised and educated to perform priestly duties in the temple of Jerusalem. His entire life was centered on that building, that place, that holy of holies and the functions of performing worship and sacrifice to God in the temple of the Lord. But just as he comes of age to begin his function as a Priest in Jerusalem, Ezekiel along with many royals and priestly leaders of the capital of Israel are hauled away into exile. He is now forced away from the home he loved, from the life he had hoped for, from the very presence of God on earth. He was isolated, cut-off, in despair 1,600 miles away from home. He is forced to live in this abysmal slavery for many years.
But that wasn’t the worst of it. He had hope looking back to the West towards Jerusalem, that news would come of peace, of freedom. The people in exile hoped that one day it would be over and they could return to all that they knew and were used to. But then one day word to Ezekiel and the rest of the exiles, that Jerusalem had fallen, the city was destroyed, their homes destroyed, the king had been captured, forced to watch his sons be executed before being blinded and led away humiliated and ridiculed as a war trophy to Babylon. 
But that wasn’t the worst of it. Word also came that besides their homes and the city, Jerusalem’s temple, with the high columns and the impressive portico, the massive stones and inlaid woods built 400 years before by the great King Solomon as directed by the Lord himself. This very home of God, the one true God of Israel, the sanctuary of the Holy of Holies, the presence of Yahweh on earth had been laid waste and destroyed.  

Their hearts had been ripped out. They had no home, they had no nation, they had no hope. They have no life, they have been picked clean. They have been cast aside and they are dead. Even their faith has crumbled. And God asks, Mortal, can these bones live? 

And of course in this vision they do live. --God sends his Word. Prophesy, O Mortal, preach the Word so that they may hear it.   --God sends his Spirit to fill them. Prophesy, O mortal, Prophesy to the breath to come and fill them so that they may live.  --God sends life even over death itself. Prophesy, O mortal, and tell them that Lord will open your graves and bring you up from the graves, I will put spirit within you and you shall live. When the people have no hope, when their home and country and even the temple itself is destroyed. When they are facing the death and decay, there is still the gift of God’s life poured out by the very spirit of God. 
Jesus’ promises this same gift to his disciples the evening before his death. The Readings from the Gospel and the book of acts outlines that promised fulfillment. He has prayed for them and knows that the days ahead as he departs in death will be hard. He knows that when left alone they will feel despair and worry. He knows in the darkness of the coming night they will have fear and doubts. So he assures them that he is sending the Advocate, the Spirit of God to dwell with them and fill them with the truth of God’s glory. They will come to know the forgiveness of sin through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. They will come to know the righteousness of being a part of God’s family. They will come to understand that the coming judgement day will be a day of new life in Christ. They will come to know that in God there is life. 
So as Luke describes in the book of Acts, that fulfillment of that gift coming to those disciples as they gathered in that home in Jerusalem. Jesus has died and been resurrected, they had seen God’s power over death first hand. But now for ten long days they are alone. Jesus has ascended to heaven. And they are wondering what is next. Can they rejoice again. Can they find their way. Can they find hope again.  As they wonder all these things pondering the loss and unknown, in that moment the fire of the Holy Spirit descends upon them in a great wind of breath. Restoring them to a joy and a passion for what is to come. Filled with the Spirit of God, they are now given renewed life knowing that in God that even the dead can live. 

This vision gift given to Ezekiel that God can restore by his breath and spirit, life even to the ruins of Israel is a tremendous assurance of hope and goodness. It is then fulfilled fully in that gift of the promise and fulfillment of the Spirit coming upon the disciples and leading them out into the world assured and confident in the truth of God and the salvation in Jesus Christ. This gift is still being given to the Lord’s people each and every day. This coming gift of the Spirit comes each and every day. Pentecost is not one day. It is, should be a part of our daily walk of faith.
In all truth we face that same question that Ezekiel was asked, Mortal... Which we all realize we are. We are mortal, limited and we do face aging, death and decay. Mortal, can these bones live? Maybe it is not a pile in the wilderness of Israel, but we face it in our own bodies, do we know that in God we can live and have life with God in his kingdom. We face it in our relationships, where there is pain and disagreement, do we know that by the Spirit of God we can mend the hurt and grow in a deeper commitment with our spouses, brothers and sisters, neighbors and friends. We face this question as we look at our communities seeing the injustice, violence and hatred that divides people not just here in Hanover but around the world. Do we know that by the Spirit of God we can learn to love and seek the goodness of all people. We see it in the wars, diseases and disasters that come across our tv screens showing homes and lives torn apart, we wonder can that come to an end and be peace and security be restored. Do we not know and trust in the power of the Holy Spirit of God to move us and give us hope. 

Pentecost is not just one day, it is the gift of God that comes to us each day, to give us hope and assure us of the life given by God. It is the gift of the presence of God giving life, showing us God’s truth, inspiring us through life through this life into his kingdom forever. Amen.  
May the peace and Grace of God be with you this day and throughout the week to come. AMEN.
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