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Ash Wednesday
Matthew 6:16-21
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the words of my mouth and the ears of our hearts be open to the word of God this day. AMEN.

500 years ago Martin Luther, the great reformer, wrote in his explanation of the Apostles’ Creed about our faith in Jesus. He wrote “At great cost, Jesus has saved and redeemed me, a lost and condemned person. He has freed me from sin, death, and the power of the devil - not with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious blood and his innocent suffering and death. 
All this he has done that I may be his own….”
We so often remember that Jesus came to make right what happened in the fall of humanity, to give reconciliation to all people, that he came to save all creation. But what Luther does here is bring it down to our own personal connection with the Lord. He wrote the this small catechism so that families at home, could get to know the basics of believing. People just didn’t know the core tenants of faith. So Luther writes in simplest ways the explanations of the Lord’s prayer, the creed, the ten commandments, the sacraments and prayer. And here in his explanation of the second article of the Creed, the one about Jesus, the Son, the Messiah, the Savior, Luther brings the message to heart. He is explaining that all that Christ has done and is doing, from his birth, his life, his suffering, death and resurrection and ascension – all of this was done and is being done so that you might be his own. So that I may be his. It goes beyond the general concept of all humanity, when you stop for a moment and think that God almighty came into this world, was born, lived, suffered, died as one of us and rose from the dead ascended back to heaven, so that as Luther wrote “All this he has done that I may be his own” All this he has done so that you may be his own.

So what does it mean to be his truly fully, completely his own. It speaks more than just a parttime faith, turned on and off as we enter this building, or enter into Lent. It is more than just a forty-day routine, that we begin each year on this day. We so often begin Lent again like we normally do, listening to those same readings of scripture, saying our confession. We think that and tell others that Lent is a time of fasting, of refraining from some unnecessary part of our lives. From rich foods, from meats, desserts or from other indulgences. And perhaps this year you think your going to stick to it for all forty days. And yet being Completely God’s own means more than that. To be his own is about our entire being, our very core, our lives and our goals, our hopes and our dreams. To be God’s own means to consider and acknowledge everything is depended on God. 

This mark that says we are dust, a humbling mark reminding us that our time on earth is short, that our bodies will become dust and pass into non-existence, to be forgotten as hundreds if not thousands of past generations before us. This mark of dust humbles us. 

And yet it is a mark, in the shape of the cross, the same mark given to us at our baptism, when we were made children of God, claimed by God and committed to growing in the faith, in our devotion, in our life in and with God. 

This cross reminds us again what God did for us, that despite our unworthiness, our limited mortal nature, God become one with us, and went to that cross to give us a victory over the grave. He passes through death itself and into glory so that we too might walk with him in that kingdom, he has done this so that we may be his, in this very hour, and every hour. 

As Paul writes “Now is the acceptable time, now is the day of salvation.” We are God’s people, now, we are his. It is not about forty days, not about getting through these fast days, instead it is about commending ourselves in every way, in every time, with great endurance having nothing, but knowing that with God, in God we have everything. 

Jesus warns his own disciples of what this means to truly be with God in relationship. It is not about showing piety, a part time faith of spectacle and self-grandeur. Jesus says beware of having faith just as a show to be seen by others, then you have no connection with God. Don’t sound the trumpet, making a big deal about all that you have given in donations or offering, or you have lost your benefit with God. Do not pray extravagantly simply as a show to be seen, because there is no merit in that with God. Whenever you fast don’t mope around and show off making sure everybody knows what hardships you are trying to endure, because again it means nothing to God.  
So instead work towards the treasures of heaven, to work towards that connection with God that is between you and God. To be his means to be committed to that relationship always and in every means possible. Christ is telling us to come to God in our hearts and with our open minds, not as a show, or as the world expects rewards or status, but to live in and with the Lord. Jesus says to give of the gifts that God has given you quietly, silently, without announcement without expecting a place of honor, or prestige, to give and give again without seeking recognition. We are to pray and be in relationship with God not flaunting it and showing off, but in a close loving relationship one on one with God in private. We are to be about growing in faith just to flaunt it to others, but to instead deepen our connection with God in fasting, learning, studying, meditating, being in a devotional program that can help us center on God. 
Its Ash Wednesday a time to turn and examine who’s we are. Martin Luther reminds us in his second article explanation, that we belong to God, we are his own. So with that mark on your head that reminds you that without God you have nothing, no reward, no existance, remember that it comes through the cross. May our vision, heart and mind always be centered on that great gift. May we always know that God has come and says we are his. Let us live to that gift now and always. Amen. 

May the peace and Grace of God be with you now and throughout this Lenten Season. Amen
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